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ChargerGras - Homecoming 2007

Beads, bands, beauties, bonfires, basketball, but no
bourbon. Mardi Gras, or more appropriately Charger
Gras, served as the theme for UAH's homecoming
activities on campus in January. A bonfire on a chilly
night brought out hundreds of students while other stu
dents participated in a stepshow, enjoyed several con
certs, and attended men's and women's basketball
games in Spragins Hall. A contest sponsored by the
UAH Alumni Association and won by Delta Zeta and
Pi Kappa Alpha for the best decorated fraternity and
sorority houses was held for the first time.

From left; Jonathan Smith, Sarah Perrin, Allen
Wampler, Susan Ssemanda, Josh Keeton, Brandy
Warren, Homecoming King Jeremy Harper,
Candace Johnson, Daniel Hinton and
Homecoming Queen Emily Fitz-

Alumni Scholarship Phonathon begins March 5

News for alumni and friends of The University of Alabama in Huntsville

UAH Campus NEWS

UAH accreditation reaffirmed
UAH has been reaffirmed in its accreditation
by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools (SACS).
The announcement was made at the recent
SACS annual meeting in Orlando. UAH's
accreditation now extends through 2016.
"UAH is a thriving university that is well
positioned to create even greater impact and
success in the future," said President Frank
Franz. "The reaffirmation process is an
important component of our efforts to
continually improve. It has provided an
important opportunity for self evaluation as we
continue to move forward."
Accreditation is an extensive process in
which every aspect of the university's operations
is examined, according to Dr. Fay Raines,
Associate Provost for Institutional Effectiveness
and Dean of the College of Nursing, who
directed the process.
"Many faculty and staff members from across
the campus contributed to the successful
outcome of the reaffirmation process," said
Dr. Raines. "It provided an opportunity for us to
reflect on our accomplishments, strengthen

areas needing attention and plan for the future."
Accreditation signifies that an institution has
a purpose appropriate to higher education and
has the resources, programs and services
sufficient to accomplish and sustain that
purpose. Accreditation also indicates that
an institution maintains clearly specified
educational objectives that are consistent with
its mission and appropriate to the degrees it
offers, and that it is successful in achieving its
stated objectives.
Members of UAH's faculty and staff have
been engaged in a process of self study since
2004, addressing SACS requirements and
criteria for accreditation.
After the Compliance Report and Quality
Enhancement Plan are submitted, SACS sends
an on-site committee of professional peers to the
campus to assess the educational strengths and
weaknesses of the institution. This group visited
the UAH campus in March 2006. The written
report of the committee helps the institution
improve its programs, and provides the basis
on which the commission decides to grant,
continue, reaffirm, or withdraw accreditation.

Student center dining half expanding

An architectural rendering of the new entrance of the University Center and Charger Cafe expansion
Students at UAH will find more elbow room
when it comes to on-campus dining this fall.
The University of Alabama System Trustees
approved a construction contact with
Consolidated Construction Co. to construct a
$2.3 million expansion of UAH's University
Center.
Approximately 5,000 square feet of dining
space will be added in the expansion and a

new glass wall will give diners the opportunity
to see more of the campus, according to
Ray Pinner, UAH's vice president for
finance and administration. He said that will
double the amount of dining area presently
available.
Construction is under way and should be
completed by next September, soon after the
start of the 2007 Fall semester.

Business programs revamped to
better fit local employment needs

UAH's business school has reorganized four of its
undergraduate curricula to help graduates "fit" better with
some of the unique career opportunities in Huntsville and
North Alabama, including high-demand positions with the
federal government and its contractors.
Changes in the accounting, finance and management
curricula were approved in January by UAH Provost Lewis
Radonovich. Changes in the marketing program will also be
implemented and the accounting program is adding a "4+1"
option for students who want to become certified public
accountants.

The changes create several new options for students,
including
undergraduate concentrations in federal
government finance and contracts, acquisition management,
supply chain management, and government contract
accounting.
With the addition of a two course sequence in government
contract accounting beginning next fall, UAH might become
the only university in the U.S. teaching those classes as part of
its regular business curriculum, said Dr. Dorla Evans, chair of
UAH's Accounting and Finance Department.
"Government accountants have their own set of rules,
the Federal Acquisition Regulations," she explained.
"Traditionally, accountants learn what is known as generally
accepted accounting principles, so our accounting alumni who
work for the Army or NASA or federal contractors have had to
learn on the job. If they have been successful before, our
upcoming graduates ought to be even more successful."
"This will help our accounting students who want to
differentiate themselves in the job market," said Dr. David
Billings, dean of UAH's business school.
While curriculum review is part of the UAH College of
Administrative Science's regular re-accreditation process, the
impetus for a major curriculum overhaul came from the U.S.
Army's plans to move its Materiel Command and several other
significant organizations — with thousands of vacant jobs — to
Redstone Arsenal by 2011.
"But we found pretty quickly that it's not only about jobs
that are coming, but also jobs that are already here," Evans
said. "There are lots of job openings being advertised locally
and they can't find enough people to fill those vacancies."
The college got suggestions and input from community
leaders, alumni, practitioners and the college's Business
Advisory Committee, Evans said. "When we showed these
plans to our graduates, they said, 'Great. That's exactly what
you need to do. I wish I had had that.'"

Campus NEWS UAH
UAH continuing propulsio
Graduate students and faculty researchers at UAH
are investigating propulsion concepts that could
eventually revolutionize deep space travel.
The Plasmoid Thruster Experiment (PTX) is a
stepping stone to a highly efficient propulsion
concept which could ultimately change how we
travel in space, according to Dr. Jason Cassibry, a
researcher in UAH's Propulsion Research Center.
"Larger, more powerful versions can produce
fusion for both power and space propulsion, allowing
human travel to the outer planets," he said.
Few groups around the country are working on
this emerging technology, according to Cassibry.
UAH is among that small number of research
institutions.
The experimental branch of the Propulsion
Research Center's pulsed plasma research group is
focused on gathering experimental data from PTX,
which was originally built at NASA's Marshall
Space Flight Center. MSFC donated the equipment
to UAH last year.
The purpose of the PTX is to investigate the
fundamental plasma and acceleration properties of a
small-scale, pulsed plasma thruster.
PTX works by ringing a single turn conical
theta pinch coil at about 500 kHz, ionizing and
accelerating a small quantity of gas. The magnetic
field inside the coil creates a plasmoid, a plasma that
has a closed magnetic field structure.
One of the biggest challenges in any electric
propulsion concept is increasing the lifetime of the
thruster, which must run continuously for several
years for deep space missions. Most electric
propulsion concepts use plasma, which is in contact
with electrodes or acceleration grids, causing
erosion of the components and limiting the lifetime
of the thruster. The plasmoid thruster potentially
has a much longer lifetime, because the plasma
is formed inductively, which means that the
plasma is not in contact with the thruster
components.
UAH researchers ran system tests and calibrations
in October, and today the equipment is at full
capacity.
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In the short term, PTX will continue to take data
in support of the ongoing development of the
numerical models. This will be accomplished by
using a laser interferometer to measure the plasma
density. Also, magnetic field measurements help to
determine size of the plasmoid. Together, these
diagnostics provide a lot of information without
affecting the plasmoid itself, according to Cassibry.
In the long term, the PTX experiment will be
expanded by varying the coil geometry, adding bias

Kjell-Edmund 1ms, a
UAH graduate student
from Norway, is shown
with a plasmoid thruster
in UAH's Propulsion
Research Center.

flux and changing the initial conditions to study the
effect on the coupling efficiency between the primary
coil current and the secondary current in the
plasmoid in an effort to improve plasma acceleration
and thrust.
"Our experimental pulsed plasma group is keeping
a watchful eye on the field of plasma science,"
Cassibry said. "We believe that we now have the
means and the ability to support further scientific
developments in this field."

New UAH laboratory will focus research on 'scintillating' materials
Using materials that flash when struck by certain
types of radiation, sensors developed in a new
laboratory at UAH might help doctors treat cancer,
customs agents scan for dirty bombs, and scientists
study the furthest reaches of the universe.
The new UAH lab is being established through an
$800,000 appropriation put in the FY 2006 NASA
budget by U.S. Rep. Robert "Bud" Cramer, DHuntsville.
Scientists and students working in the lab are
looking at several possible uses for scintillating mate
rials that have been developed recently, said Dr.
Richard Miller, an associate professor of physics at
UAH and the project leader. These include a sensor
that would help doctors more accurately aim proton
beams used in cancer radiation therapy.
"As much as possible, you want to focus the

radiation on the bad cells and keep it away from Advanced scintillators • also have significant
the good ones," Miller said. "We think sensors applications in astrophysics and planetary
using these new materials might help us do a better exploration.
job of that."
Because they react to otherwise "invisible" radia
Scintillating materials flash or glow when they are tion but flash in visible light, these scintillating
hit by certain types of high energy radiation, which materials might also be coupled with other sensors to
can include X-rays and gamma rays, or by particles create powerful telescopes that astronomers could
such as cosmic rays. The intensity of the flash use to study the most energetic stars and the most
changes with the energy of the radiation, "so you can powerful explosions in the universe.
infer the energy of the incident radiation, and in
Miller's group is also looking at sensors that might
some configurations the direction and type of radia help scientists "prospect" on other planets without
tion, Miller said.
leaving orbit by picking up the unique signatures of
In addition to several possible applications in radiation coming up from different elements on a
nuclear medicine, scintillating sensors could be used planet's surface.
by homeland security to screen large port or airport
UAH's new Laboratory for Advanced Scintillating
facilities for telltale signs of illegal radioactive Materials Applications will be set up in an existing
materials being smuggled into the United States. clean room in UAH's Optics Building.
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Superconductivity breakthrough
Twenty years ago
Twenty years ago, a UAH graduate student made
headlines around the world when he discovered a
compound that would allow superconductivity at
93K, a marked improvement over existing research.
Jim Ashburn and UAH physics professor MawKuen Wu confirmed the results of the discovery
in a Wilson Hall laboratory on January 27, 1987.
They were testing the resistivity of samples from
a batch of oxide compounds, hoping to find
superconducting transitions as the materials were
cooled in a liquid helium system. Ashburn and Wu
had good reason to suspect that their samples might
exhibit critical temperatures above the record 23.2
K superconductor discovered in 1973. But in the
race to find high-superconductors, the modest
collaboration was at best a long shot in a field
dominated by teams at IBM, Bell Labs,
and Argonne National Laboratory, as well as groups
in Russia, China, and Japan. In fact, the
equipment that Wu and Ashburn had at their dis
posal in the modest UAH lab was relatively ill-suit
ed for measuring the 93 K critical temperature
of the now famous blend of yttrium, barium,
and copper oxide (YBCO).
In order to quickly confirm the startlingly
high transition temperature of YBCO, Wu and
Ashburn replaced the liquid helium in their system
with liquid nitrogen. At 77 K, the material was
indeed superconducting. Just in case some
fortuitous impurity had crept into the sample, they
whipped up another sample of the YBCO
compound. Once again, the sample resistivity fell
to zero in the liquid nitrogen.
The New York Times dubbed the event "The
Woodstock of Physics." The paper that resulted
from that discovery is the most cited paper ever
published by the prestigious scientific journal,
"Physical Review Letters." The American
Physical Society compiled the list of the most-cited
papers using data from the Institute for Scientific
Information, publishers of the Science Citation

Dear Alumni:
On a June day in 1972, six university graduates
appeared before a local notary public to sign
Articles of Incorporation creating the UAH
Alumni Association. Thanks to Ronald L.
Sanders, '69, Reva J. Bailey, '68 and '74, Thomas
H. Lackey, '74, James E. Hutto, '70, Betty M.
Carlton, '68, and the late Arlene Salonimer,
'69, UAH had the beginnings of an alumni
association just three years after becoming an
independent university.
During 2007 we will celebrate the association's
35th anniversary and use this milestone to assess
where we've been and to plan where we're going.
Over the years the alumni association has been
involved in an ever-changing array of activities
and programs, but one activity has remained con
stant: the association has provided scholarships
to UAH students.
Today, the UAH Alumni Association offers
five endowed scholarships and $30,000 in annual
scholarships. While our commitment to helping
underwrite the educations of tomorrow's leaders
is unwavering, our anniversary is an ideal time to
examine philosophies, programs, and services
to ensure our presence meets the needs of our

Jim Ashburn and Maw-Kuen Wu replicate
their superconductivity compound in a
laboratory on the UAH campus.
Index. The superconductor
paper
was
published in 1987 and had 4,171 published
citations.
Ashburn, who would eventually earn a bache
lor's, '86, and doctoral degrees, '90, in physics
from UAH, is now the chief scientist for
Technology Development and Experimentation
with Westar Aerospace & Defense Group in
Huntsville.

alumni and adequately serves the university.
UAH stands at a significant milestone. New
buildings have dramatically changed the appear
ance of campus and classroom seats are now filled
with full-time students who are of traditional
college age. Beautiful residence halls, a new
dining hall and new athletics fields give students
a reason to not only study here, but live here, too.
Soon, we will welcome a new administration and
all of the exciting challenges for growth and
opportunity that will come with it.
The Alumni Association Board of Directors
has voted to undertake a serious strategic plan
ning study to modernize our programs and posi
tion the organization for maximum effectiveness
in this very different future. We'll be asking your
input through a variety of mechanisms that will
include surveys, focus groups, and other opportu
nities for exchange. I invite you to express your
thoughts, suggestions, and ideas. I welcome the
opportunity to meet with you or invite you to
e-mail your thoughts to me at harrisal@uah.edu.
My telephone number is 256-824-6098.
With a grateful salute to our founders and our
history, we celebrate 35 years and look toward the
future for even greater success. Let us hear
from you.

Taken from Jim Ashburn's notepad, these original "serawlings" show part of the tedious
process for determining the right compound for higher temperature superconductivity.

April Harris
Director, Alumni Relations

UAH

Robert Mayes* BlueCreek Investment Partners LLC
picks up endorsements of major institutional investors
Business graduate boasts of client-centered approach
In a market fraught with uncertainty, there is no room for
speculation where Robert Mayes, '84, finance, is concerned. He has
yielded remarkable returns on his investments, both personally and
professionally.
Investment industry veteran and CEO, Mayes broke from the
pack after a burgeoning (managing more than $450 million in assets)
20-year career with Merrill Lynch to launch his firm, BlueCreek
Investment Partners, LLC.
"The company began doing business in late 2003 in response to
the growing concerns over conflicts of interest on Wall Street,"
Mayes explains. "BlueCreek Investment Partners is an independent
money management firm that serves both high net worth and
institutional clients."
The Huntsville firm has eight employees (who are also
shareholders), along with an illustrious board of advisors. Together,
through a client-centered approach, Mayes adds, "the independent
structure of the firm allows (us) the flexibility to offer an open
architecture approach to investment approaches, evaluate and
select research firms based on effectiveness and trading desks
based on best execution."
Blue Creek's successful investment approach was evident as 2006

heralded the company's premiere large cap growth strategy to the
institutional market. Last June, BlueCreek was selected to manage
an account for a municipal retirement fund in Illinois.
And, in November, it was chosen to
manage an account for Los Angeles
City Employees Retirement
System.

"We are very excited about our early success in this market as it
demonstrates that our company can compete with the best
money management firms in the industry," he says.
Mayes anticipates continued growth for the new year in both his
individual and institutional clientele. "When BlueCreek Investment
Partners competes for business in the institutional market,"
Mayes adds, "it subjects the company and its investment process to a
high level of scrutiny. All clients benefit from the preparation
and work that goes into making sure that we succeed in this
demanding market by providing superior service and investment
performance."
June also will mark Mayes' 27th wedding anniversary to his wife,
Pam, Mayes adds proudly. This family man also boasts of the couple's
two children. Mayes mentions that his mother is from Spain, where
a good deal of his family resides. In addition to his other family
activities, Mayes enjoys sailing, golfing and hiking.
Mayes was destined for the investment arena, it seems. "It was a
natural fit for me to pursue a marketing and finance degree at
UAH," Mayes says of his chosen career path. The CEO who still
finds time to give something back to his community, serves as
chairman, of the board for the Huntsville Hospital Foundation, and
board member of the Buckley School of Public Speaking. Only
recently did he step down from his role on the UAH Business
Advisory Counsel due to his need to focus on BlueCreek's success.
The active alumnus further adds: "I am very grateful for my degree
at UAH, and especially proud of the growth and accomplishments
of UAH as a university over the last 25 years. It has truly become
a very good school and worthy of anyone's consideration for a
top-notch education."
— By Lisa Dewey

UAH scientist says his formula used by BCS is

impartial
EDITOR'S NOTE: UAH is one of a small number of
universities in Alabama that does not field a football team.
However, that doesn't mean that the university doesn't
play a major role in determining America's top collegiate
football team.
Wes Colley, a research faculty member in the Center for
Modeling, Simulation and Analysis at UAH, pro vides one
of six computer models that help determine the Division I
champion. The six computer models are combined with
subjective polls from the media and football coaches to
determine the BSC rankings. The top two BSC-ranked
teams annually play in the national championship game.
Dr. Colley has a degree in astronomy and physics from
Virginia, a doctorate in astrophysical sciences from
Princeton University, and has conducted postdoctoral stud
ies at Harvard and additional graduate, studies at MIT.
One day in April 2001, die telephone rang in Wesley
Colley's cramped office at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology's Lincoln Laboratory. His father, Al, was
calling from back home in Abingdon, Va.
"I think you'll be hearing from Roy Kramer, the
Southeastern Conference commissioner," the senior
Colley said. "He just called here. I think he wants to talk
to you about the BCS."
Sure enough, Kramer called shortly afterward. "We've
been looking at your ratings system and we like it," he
said. "Would you be interested in letting us use it as one
of our computer systems in the BCS rankings?"
And that's how Wes Colley, a research scientist who
joined UAH's Center for Modeling, Simulation and
Analysis, began an ongoing relationship with the Bowl
Championship Series.
Under the current BCS system, the national champi
onship pairing is decided by combining two voting
polls (the Coaches-USA Today poll and the Harris
poll, which replaced the AP poll after last season) and
six computer rankings. In addition to the Colley Matrix,
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the other BCS computer partners are Jeff Sagarin,
Anderson & Hester, Richard Billingsley, Kenneth Massey
and Dr. Peter Wolfe.
"The BCS rankings aren't perfect," Colley said in an
interview from his office in Von Braun Research
Hall. "But they're pretty good - especially the computer
part of it."
Colley, a slim chap in his mid-30s, isn't your everyday
faculty member, even for a highly respected academic
institution like UAH. He has a degree in astronomy
and physics from Virginia, a doctorate in astrophysical
sciences from Princeton, postdoctoral studies at
Harvard and additional graduate studies at MIT. He came
to UAH from Old Dominion, where he taught physics.
He's in the database for the Department of Defense and
the Department of Homeland Security.
But if you're thinking this guy is some pointy-headed
nutty professor who wouldn't know a football from a
cantaloupe, think again.
"I'm a huge fan," he said. "I love college football especially UVA and Georgia."
His older brother, Will Colley, now a real estate
developer in Atlanta, played offensive tackle at Georgia
from 1986-90. During the 2005 season, Wes and his
wife, Wendy, attended either a Georgia game or a
Virginia game nearly every weekend. He saw the
Bulldogs play South Carolina and Auburn in
Athens, Tennessee in Knoxville and Florida in
Jacksonville. He also saw the Cavaliers play in
Charlottesville against Western Michigan and Virginia
Tech, in College Park against Maryland, in Chapel Hill
against North Carolina and in Nashville's Music City
Bowl against Minnesota.
The only conflict was the Georgia-Florida game in the
World's Largest Outdoor Cocktail Party. "Our first real
date was at the Georgia-Florida game," Colley said. "She
was wearing blue. I was wearing red."

Reprinted with permission from
The Huntsville Times

Simple algebraic equation
His allegiances to Virginia and Georgia are set aside
when Colley sits down on Sundays in the fall to
compile his weekly computer rankings.
"1 like to think my system is the best," he said,
"because it's the only one that's explained in com
plete detail. I wanted to come up with an open source
of information that could be easily understood.
"I've had Aussies send me e-mails saying it works for
their rugby leagues. It works with tennis. Chess. Little
League. Just about anything."
The football Colley Matrix, he said, offers several
advantages. The rankings are based solely on results
on the field, with "absolutely no influence from opin
ion, past performance, tradition or any other bias
factor." Additionally, strength of schedule has
a strong influence, but margin of victory means
nothing. Nor is there any ad hoc weight given
to opponent's winning percentage and opponents'
opponents' winning percentage.
Colley applauded when the BCS dropped the
margin of victory factor in 2002. "That was a
good thing," he said. "Is the object of football to score
70 points, or to win? Look at Alabama in '92, one of
the best teams ever. They won with defense, but they
wouldn't have done very well if you considered
margin of victory."
Colley called his matrix "a very simple system, free
of knobs, with just one algebraic equation."
He worked out the system over a three-year period
in the mid-90s with the encouragement of his thesis
adviser at Princeton, J. Richard Gott III.
"He's not nearly as ostentatious as the name
sounds," said Colley. "He's an astrophysicist, but he
has lots of avocations. He likes to rate the top 100
people ever, things like that. We had protracted
conversations. He liked to ask questions like,
'Were the old Celtics teams better than the Lakers in
their prime?' "

As might be expected, Colley defends the BCS
system against the arguments of those who contend
that a Division I-A playoff, similar to the Division
I-A A and Division II models, is the only legitimate
way to determine a national champion.
"I think the current BCS system is pretty good, at
least the computer rankings," he said. "AP pulled
out, but the Harris poll is basically the same, so that's
a push. Now it's just the polls and the computer
rankings.
"People don't understand, hut it's just a human poll,

a human poll and computers. Three parts. Simple. 1
think it's better than anything before."
But there's always that "oddball" year, he said. Like
2005.
"As of December a year ago, Oklahoma, Southern
Cal and Auburn were all undefeated," Colley noted.
"How many times do you see three unbeaten teams
from three major conferences, with so little to
separate them?
"The best the BCS could do was get it down to the
top three."
The polls and all the computers had USC,
Oklahoma and Auburn ranked 1-2-3 in the final reg
ular-season rankings. In the Colley Matrix, USC was
No. 1 at 0.99, followed by OU at 0.98, Auburn at 0.97
and Texas fourth at 0.92.
"I personally thought Auburn was better than
Oklahoma," Colley said, "but a lot of little things
went against them. One thing that hurt was
Tennessee's loss to Notre Dame. It was fluky stuff.
"Both Tennessee quarterbacks got hurt in the first
quarter. If either just finishes the first half, maybe
Tennessee wins and maybe Auburn plays USC for the
national championship."

/\
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UAH cooperative education student tops in the United States
Senior chemical engineer earns recognition
by American Society for Engineering Education
A cooperative education student from UAH has
been chosen as the National Co-op Student of the
Year by the American Society for Engineering
Education.
Marvin Barnes, a senior chemical engineering
major at UAH, has completed three co-op
assignments with the United Space Alliance (USA)
dating back to May 2004.
He will be presented his award at the 2007
Conference
on
Industry
and
Education
Collaboration in Palm Springs, Calif., in early
February.
The UAH Cooperative Education Program allows
qualified students to gain valuable experience in
their field of study while earning a degree. At United
Space Alliance, he not only has learned the
said his co-op experience allowed
company's role in the space program, but also experi
him to see the day-to-day activities of engineers.
enced working with engineers of other disciplines.
"Before I began working for USA, 1 had no idea
fy reasoning behind particular courses of action."
about the day-to-day aspects of an engineering job "
United Space Alliance is a prime contractor for
Barnes said. "Working at USA has made m'e
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
conscious of the attributes and demands that a career
(NASA) for the operation and maintenance of the
in engineering entails, such as the need for good
space shuttle.
communication skills.
During Barnes' co-op rotations, he worked for the
"Through observation and my various assign
company's Productivity Enhancement and Material
ments, I have learned that engineers must write
Development (PEMD) group. It was his responsibili
reports that can be easily understood by others in
ty to ensure that materials, processes and equipment
order to show the results of their projects, or to justi
meet NASA standards before and after each flight.

"USA is a wonderful company. I am thrilled to
have the opportunity to work for them as an alternat
ing co-op student, Barnes said. "Consequently, my
perception of engineering has changed considerably
since I acquired this job, and I believe that the things
I have learned will serve as a guideline to my future
career as an engineer."
Another USA project for Barnes has involved
Accelerated Age Life testing, a type of corrosion test
ing for paint systems and metals.
Barnes, a valedictorian of Aliceville High School,
chose UAH because of the challenging academic
curriculum. But he also finds time to give back to the
community.
Barnes volunteers for the "America Reads" pro
gram, and shares his song-leading skills at local nurs
ing homes with members of West Huntsville Church
^ Christ. He also assists the UAH Cooperative
Education Program with recruiting activities so
future students can gain what he has gained through
the co-op program.
Barnes is the second UAH student to have won a
national award for cooperative education. Chris
Persons, an electrical engineering student working at
CSC Corp., won the award in 1996.
Previous winners of this award were students from
Georgia Tech, Pittsburgh, Drexel and Northwestern
University.

Campus hosts commencement
' -

UAH conducted the first fall commencement exercise in 20 years
in December. It also marked the first graduation ceremony held on
campus since 1986. Approximately 2,500 people packed Spragins
Hall to watch 325 UAH students receive their diplomas.

UAH President
Frank Franz
conferred an hon
orary doctorate
degree
to Army Gen.
James Pillsbui

~ •ISf' * t

Alumni Association President
Emily Vandiver welcomed the
new graduates as UAH alumni
during the ceremony.

Charger ATHLETICS UAH

Doug Ross skates off after 25 years
after that, the UAH program was elevated to NCAA status and the
After a pair NCAA national championships, more than 500 career
success continued for the Chargers.
wins and a quarter-century as a head coach in the collegiate ranks,
"As a personal friend for the past 25 years, I have admired his
UAH ice hockey Head Coach Doug Ross has decided to hang up his
continuous efforts to elevate the UAH hockey from club to NCAA Division
skates at the end of the 2006-07 season, retiring after 25 years as the
I status," remarked Ritch, now a member of the University of Alabama
Chargers' skipper behind the bench.
System
Board of Trustees. "Doug brought UAH championships, unique
"I have coached ice hockey for more than 30 years and I am very
notoriety,
and national respect in the collegiate hockey world.
proud of my work here at UAH for the past 25 years," said Ross.
We all owe Doug Ross a debt of
"I'm proud of all of the accom
gratitude for his commitment to
plishments of the hockey team
UAH and hockey for this state. I
and will always remain support
look forward to the upcoming
ive of the University mission
coaching
search which will
and athletics department's goals.
continue
to
ensure UAH hockey
Many of our hockey graduates
success."
live in Huntsville and are very
UAH's success as the only
productive in the community.
NCAA
hockey team south of the
They have been great ambassa
Mason-Dixon
line continued
dors for UAH and the state of
under
Ross's
tutelage
through the
Alabama throughout the years
late
'80s
and
early
'90s
as the
competing against the top
Chargers
spent
time
in
both
the
NCAA teams in the nation
Division
I
and
Division
II
ranks
of
and that is something I am
1 squads in the
the
NCAA.
Ross
extremely proud of."
middle '90s ranked among the best
"Coach Ross has served UAH
in the nation as UAH won nation
extremely well, building a strong
al titles in '96 and '98 and finished
hockey
program,
bringing
as runner up in '94 and '97. During
excellent student athletes to our
that time, the Chargers were fea
university, and winning national
tured by Sports Illustrated, ESPN
championships along the way,"
and
the NBC Nightly News.
said UAH President Dr. Frank A
The
1998-99 season brought
Franz. "We are deeply grateful to
about
a
new
era for the Charger
him for his distinguished service.
program
as
UAH
returned to the
Chosen by the Alabama
Division I ranks under Ross' lead
Sports Writers Association as
ership. During that time, the
the 1998 Sington Award recipi
Chargers have continued their
ent as collegiate Coach of the
winning ways of members of the
Year, Ross has been a driving
CHA winning a pair of league
force in the hockey community
championships while competing
in Huntsville. The 1976
against the best collegiate hockey
Olympian helped start the youth
teams in the nation.
termite program in the "Rocket
In his 28th year of coaching,
City" and has led numerous
Ross has compiled a record of
youth camps and clinics includ
503-297-43 (.622) after coaching
ing those for the Huntsville
one season at Ohio University in
Amateur Hockey Association
1976-77 and two seasons at Kent
(HAHA).
State University from 1979-81.
"I can't thank Doug enough
Doug Ross will coach his final hockey game at the end of the 2007 season.
Ross' career mark in NCAA
for what he has done for the
His 30-year coaching career includes 25 years as coach of UAH's ice hockey team.
contests ranks him in the top-10
sport of hockey not only here at
among active coaches in winning
UAH but also in the community
percentage and 19th all-time among NCAA coaches.
of Huntsville and the state of Alabama," noted Director of Athletics
"During my career, I have placed an emphasis on loyalty, trust, team
Jim Harris. "The foundation and tradition that he established here
spirit and friendship and provided continuity," noted Ross. "I am 100 percent
will certainly help us as we move forward in Division I ice hockey and
a UAH Charger and will continue to be a huge fan and supporter of the
finding a new head hockey coach."
program."
The dean of coaches in College Hockey America, Ross' legacy
A national search for the third coach in the history of the program is
began in 1982 taking over the reigns of the program from Joe Ritch.
expected to begin right away by a search committee comprised of UAH staff,
A top-tier club team, Ross kept the momentum going leading UAH
former players, and boosters.
to back-to-back club national championships in 1983 and 1984- Soon
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UAH Advancement NEWS

Your active
alumni card is
good tor discounts
on campus.
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The UAH Alumni
Association
Board of Directors
Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne, Inc. has established two $5,000 annual scholarships at UAH for Propulsion
Research Center students. Pictured are (seated) Rick Bachtel, Pratt & Whitney Site Director; Dr. Clark Hawk,
Director, Propulsion Research Center; (standing) Joe Ritch, 72, UA System Trustee; UAH alumnus Tracy Lamm,
86, Pratt & Whitney Government and Community Relations Manager, and UAH Provost Lewis Radonovich.
The scholarships will be awarded during 2007.

Business supporters sought
The College of Administrative
Science seeks alumni and corporations
interested in supporting UAH students
while, at the same time promoting
themselves to a high-level, targeted
regional market.
A wrap around the regional edition
of Business Week is planned to tout
the college's strengths and offerings.
The magazine goes to 200
Huntsville community leaders in
addition to business seniors as well as

current and prospective graduate
students.
Sponsors would be given a highprofile location for their logo and
corporate name on the wrap, which
could help the companies build affini
ty with UAH seniors and graduate
students as well as support the various
departments within the college.
Contact Cindi Branham for more
information - phone 256.824.6504 or
e-mail branhamc@uah.edu

Emily H. Vandiver, '87
President
Leroy Caudle, Jr., '85
David. B. Edwards, '85
Robert B. Goyer, Jr., '98, '01
Robert S. Harris '98
J. Brett Holt, '02, '04
Bhavani K. Kakani, '82, '85
Josh O. Kelly, III, '84
Joey W. Louallen, '98
Patricia A. McCay, '81
Megan L. Moore, '94
Donna W. Palumbo, '95
Samuel N. Parks, '09
Jonathan W. Pippin, '94
Jeremy D. Pope, '00
Preetha R. Pulusani, '84
Mark E. Reavis, '92
Valerie G. Seaquist, '83
Cathryn M. Sterling, '01, '03
Donna S. Whetstone, '97
Nancy R. Wolfe, '94

Wachovia Foundation adds $15,000 to scholarship endowment
The Wachovia Foundation has given $15,000 to
UAH to enhance the Wachovia scholarship
endowment to benefit undergraduate students.
This gift will be added to a $20,000 gift from
Wachovia in 2005 to bring the total endowment to
$35,000.
"At Wachovia we are committed to giving back to
the communities where we live and work," said John
Eagan, Huntsville market president forWachovia.
"Education is a key focus area for Wachovia we are
proud to support the UAH scholarship program."
Proceeds from the endowment will awarded
annually to full-time students who are residents of
Alabama who, as entering freshmen, have a GPA of at
least 3.0 and have achieved a minimum of 25 on their
ACT. The scholarship agreement also calls for the
student to have demonstrated financial need with
preference to those students who demonstrate
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leadership potential and have a record of community
and university involvement.
Each scholarship will be awarded and will be
renewable for a maximum of three years as long as the
student maintains full-time enrollment status, and is
making satisfactory progress toward a degree.
The UAH student awarded the scholarship will be
known as the Wachovia Scholar.
The Wachovia Foundation is a private foundation
that is funded annually by Wachovia Corporation. The
Foundation provides grants to eligible 501(c)(3) taxexempt organizations to support four primary focus
areas: Education, Community Development, Health
and Human Services and Arts and Culture.
The mission of the foundation is to build strong and
vibrant communities, improve the quality of life, and
make a positive difference in the communities where
Wachovia does business.
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Emily Vandiver Earns Governor's Award
Governor Bob Riley awarded the
Distinguished Service Medal to
AUSA Redstone-Huntsville Chapter
President Emily Vandiver for excep
tional meritorious service to the sol
diers and families of the Alabama
National Guard.
At a Veteran's
Dinner in November, COL Henry
Reyes, 142nd Signal Brigade, escorted
Vandiver to the stage to receive this
special recognition. As AUSA State
President Bob Drolet read the citation,
MG Jim Pillsbury presented the
framed certificate and pinned the
medal on Vandiver.
It was noted that the Chapter she
presides over was selected in 2006 as
"AUSA Best Overall Chapter" world
wide for the third year in a row. The
Chapter was also selected as the "Best
Chapter for Support of Reserve
Component Soldiers" worldwide.
Vandiver also created an award pro
gram, "The 1SG John Ordway
Leadership Award" which is designed
to recognize those Active and Reserve

Class NOTES UAH
property rights. He lives in Bainbridge Island,
Wash.

1987
• Brenda J. Barlowe, BSN, MSN, '94, is a cer
tified nurse midwife (CNM) and has joined
Habersham OB/GYN & Assoc., Cornelia, Ga.
Emily Vandiver accepts her award from
Gen. Jim Pillsbury and Col. Henry Reyes

components lSGs who do most to
support Soldiers and their families.
She has been involved at all levels in
numerous AUSA events, including
Blue Star Service Banner programs,
Operation Christmas Bear programs,
deployment/welcome home cere
monies,
and
many
Military
Appreciation nights offering free
access to hockey, arena football,
Nutcracker Suite performances for the
military. Vandiver is the current UAH

1996

1984

1983
• Timothy E. Gamer, BS, finance, died in
January. He was a resident of Huntsville.

NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center in
Huntsville.

• Carol Goforth, MA, administrative science,
has hung up her softball cleats after 28 years
with Decatur Parks and Recreation. Her
career accomplishments included providing
Decatur residents with a multitude of
recreational opportunities and drawing more
than 40 money-making softball tournaments
to the city.

1995

1983

• Carolyn A. Freeman, BS, management, is a
human resource manager for ATI Firth
Sterling, Madison, Ala.

• Mitchell L. Ramsey, BS, accounting, of
Ramco Financial Group, Inc. of Powder
Springs, Ga., has earned the Personal
Financial Specialist -credential from the
American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants.

Alumni Association president.

• Becky Stitt Plott, BS, science, has accepted
a position as a sales representative for
Laysan Bio, Inc., Huntsville.

2005

2004
• Larry B. Rhodes and Leigh E. Burleson, '06,
were married in December. They live in
Huntsville.
• Eric A. Sparks, BS, management, is the
sales
and marketing specialist for Driving 2000,
Madison, Ala.

2003
• Zara Greene Wright, BA, sociology, is a spe
cial education teacher for Richmond County
Schools, Augusta, Ga.

2001
• Derrick T. Copeland, MS, electrical engineer
ing, founder and CEO of Huntsville-based
ADT, was named 2006 Entrepreneur of the
Year by the Huntsville/Madison County
Chamber of Commerce.

2000
• Stefanie Monforte Dodd, electrical engineer
ing, is a senior course instructor for Lockheed
Martin, Orlando, Fla.
• Shane R. Fowler, BS, chemical engineering,
has a new position as senior chemical engi
neer for Eastman Chemical Company,
Kingsport, Tenn.
• Richard G. Wilson, BS, mechanical engi
neering, was graduated from the A-10
Thunderbolt "Warthog" aircraft pilot training at
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Tucson, Ariz.
• Jana S. Zbinden, BS, nursing, has accepted
a new position as nurse practitioner at
Vanderbilt University Medical Center,
Nashville.

2001
• Michael Wheeler, MS, industrial and sys
tems engineering, died in August. He was a
resident of Madison, Ala.
• Victoria L. Monks, MS, nursing, died in
October 2005. She was a resident of
Fayetteville, Tenn.

1999

• Elissa Riiey Brelland, BS, electrical engi
neering, is a quality engineer for Science and
Engineering Service, Inc., Huntsville.

2005
• Brent Ullom, BA, foreign languages and
international studies, died in January. He
was a resident of Madison, Ala.

1985

2006

• Frederick M. Segrest, BS, computer sci
ence, has a new position as technical support
analyst at Teledyne Brown Engineering,
Huntsville.

• Teresa B. Vanhooser, MA, science, was
recognized last summer with a Women's
Equality Day award for outstanding perform
ance, dedication and innovation by NASA's
Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville.
She is the deputy director of the engineering
directorate at MSFC.

2006
• Jeremiah S. Nicovich, BS, Management
Information Systems, died in November. He
lived in Joppa, Ala.

• Thomas G. Counts, Jr, BS, science, is the
owner of 3-GIF, Huntsville.
• Pamela Hanes Cucarola, BS, accounting,
has been named chief financial officer at
NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center, leading
the office responsible for managing an annual
budget of approximately $2.6 billion for one of
NASA's largest field installations. Named to
the position in January, she is responsible for
development, implementation and administra
tion of integrated resources management at
the center,

• Sandy M. Best, BA, communications, is the
new web marketing coordinator for the U.S.
Space and Rocket Center, Huntsville.
• Laffon Brelland, BS, electrical engineer, has
accepted a position as test and evaluation
engineer at The Boeing Company, Huntsville.
• Leigh E. Burleson and Larry B. Rhodes, '04,
were married in December. They live in
Huntsville.

1986

Deaths:

1997
• Herbert Shivers, Ph.D., industrial systems
engineer, has been appointed to the Senior
Executive Service as deputy director of the
Safety and Mission Assurance Directorate at

1993
• Jerold B. Shinall, MS, management, joined
Helix in November to head the company's
newly formed Global Supply Chain depart
ment, and has been elected as Vice President
for Supply Chain Management, Houston,
Texas.

1992
• Pamela Hallisey Hiss, BS, marketing, works
as a contract manager for Harrah's
Entertainment, Memphis, Tenn.
• Libby K. Youmans, BS, management infor
mation systems, was recently honored with a
Women's Equality Day award from NASA's
Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville.
Youmans is a management and program
analyst in the Engineering Directorate at the
Marshall Center.

1991
• Steven A. Glaza, BSBA, management, is
vice president of worldwide display operations
at Kopin Corp., Westborough, Mass. The
company produces microdisplay hardware for
the U.S. Army's thermal weapon sight
systems, helping soldiers see in total
darkness, smoke and dirty battlefield
conditions. Glaza was recognized among
Alumni of Achievement during the university's
Fifty Years of Class celebration in 2001.

1990
• John E. Whitaker, BS, electrical engineering,
is a registered patent attorney who has been
providing legal services to the public for
ten years. His practice involves all aspects
of intellectual property law, with special
experience in the procurement of intellectual

1978
• David S. Branham, Ph.D., BS engineering,
was named Engineer of the Year by the
Society of American Military Engineers
(SAME) Huntsville Post in February. He is a
Deputy Chief of Staff at AMCOM. Branham is
a former president of the UAH Alumni
Association.
• Henry B. Larson, BA, political science, is a
practice leader for the Federal Civilian
Business Division at VISTA Technology
Services, Inc., Washington DC.

1976
• Robert M. Hooper, BS, finance, works for
The Tennessean newspaper as an analyst He
lives in Nashville.

1975
• Carol L. Courtney, BSN, has been named
chief quality officer at Hutcheson Medical
Center, Inc., Chattanooga, Tenn. She will be
responsible for ensuring that the center's care
meets or exceeds regional and national
benchmarks for quality. She also holds a
master's degree in nursing from UAB.
• Michael E. Fleenor, BS, chemistry, is
director of the Jefferson County Department
of Health, Birmingham, Ala. An internist,
he has been a medical missionary to Macau
and in private practice in rural Alabama. He
earned his M.D. at UAB, where he holds
adjunct and clinical associate professor
appointments.

1990
• Wanda D. Sutphin, MS, nursing, died in May
2005. She lived in Grant, Ala.

1988
• William T. Anderson, civil engineering, died
in January. He lived in Columbia, Tenn.
• Susan Womble Bates, MS, nursing, died in
December. She lived in Huntsville.

1981
• Bobby N. Edwards, BS, accounting, died in
June 2004. He lived in Huntsville.
• Earl C. Jacoby, MA, administrative science,
died in October. He lived in Huntsville.

• William R. Wright, MA, administrative
science, died in September 2004. He lived in
Orlando, Fla.

1979
• Larry D. McTigue, MS, electrical engineer
ing, died in January. He was a resident of
Harvest, Ala.

1976
• Sharon D. Range, BS, nursing, died in July
2006. She lived in Athens, Ala.
• Ada M. Stanton, BS, nursing, died in
November 2006. She was a resident of
Mobile, Ala.

1975
• Paul H. Whitehead, BS, nursing, died in
August 2005. He was a resident of Hazel
Green, Ala.

1973
• James E. Crandall, BS, accounting, died in
September 2005. He was a resident of
Huntsville.

1971
• Robert E. Morelli, BA, history, died in
November. He lived in Huntsville.
• Harry F. Vincent, BS, electrical engineering,
died in January 1987. He lived in Huntsville.

1969
• Isaac Finley, MS, math, died in January
2004. He was a resident of Toney, Ala.

Send us your news! Have you
won an award, changed jobs, earned a
promotion, or completed another degree?
Your UAH classmates would like to know!
Send us your news and we'll publish it in
the next issue. News may be submitted
online at www.uah.edu. Click on "Alumni
Association," then on "Address Update."
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